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Mr. Secretary, I take pleasurs f n  conveying t o  you. the o f f i -  

c fa l  counts. a f  the populatiom o f  the Urrfted S ta tes ,  and fo r  each 
o f  the; States,  from. t h e  1.980. decennial census. 

These are the ff gures t h a t  the Census Rureau h a s  used t o  

determine t h e -  number of s e a t s  t h a t  each ,State w i l  I recef ve f n the 
Unfted States  House. of Representatf ves for t h e  decade o f  the* * 1980,"s. They  are  requf red  by the Constitution . f o r  t h i s  purpose 

a,nd mark the 2 0 t h  tfme,. spannf ng a period o f  190 y e a r s ,  t h a t  a 

census h a s .  been- carrf  ed o u t  t o .  perform t h i s  function. 
Under- the formula used for. th3s apportf onment, a. method 

approved' by the Congress, we have- calcul'ated a change of 17 seats  

frt the House since t h e  appartionment f'ollowtng' the census of 

1970. The changes essenti 'ally represent m a j o r  shifts- irr the 
popul ation. durtng. t h e  p a s t  decade.. . 

These: r e su l t s  also mark. t h e  begf nn-fng o f  a s td t f s t t ca l  har -  

vest t h a t  the ffatf o n  w.tl1 reap from t h e -  I980 census, an  e f fo r t  
- t h a t  proves once a g a i n  t h a t  the overwhelming r n a j o r f t y  of the. 

0 
country's residents a re  willing t o  par t ic ipate  i n '  o n e  o f  t h e  most 
important exercises o f  our f ree  s a c i e t y .  

I (mote) 



I 
I T h f s  census o f  a l l  t h e  people is  the  only  source a i  d a t a  

t h a t  can provfda a d a t a f l r d  s t a t f s t f c a l  p o r t r a f t  of the economfc 
a n d  socfal cha rac te r i s t f c s  o f  Amerfca a t  a l l  geogtaphfc levels .  
Over the  next two or three  y e a r s ,  data users everywhere w i l l  have 

the- opportunity t o  u t f 7 f z e . t h e s a  s t a t f s t f c s  f n  carrying o u t  t h e i r  

responsf bit i t f  e r ,  whether f n  government or i n  the prf v a t e  sector.  
I n  presentfng these  numbers t o  y o u ,  I would lfke to say a 

word about  t h e  qualf ty of t h i s  census, We can say  w f t h o u t  q u a l f -  

f t c a t l o n  t h a t  t h f s  has been by fa r  the most accurate census ever 

taken, a census t h a t  tames as close as possible t o  re f lec t fng  t h e  

actual number of  c t t f  t e n s  I n  t h f s  country ,  For t h i  s reason, as 
we fndfcated t o  you e a r t f e r ,  we do n o t  believe t h a t  t h e  Nation 
w o u l d  be be t te r  served by any k i n d  of adjustment o f  these o f f f -  

a c f  at cansus. numbers. 
However, f n  the years ahead, a s  we develop the a b i l t t y  t o  

determine what areas may have been undercounted by t h e  census, a s  
small as th-ose numbers. may. be, we would make: adjustments to 

reflect these. f f n d f n g s  t o  the populatfon estimates t h a t  a r e  t h e  

basts. for  d i s t r ibu t f  n q  fadera? f u n d s .  We a1 sa recognf z e  t h a t  

because o f  pendlng 1ft-lgatfon. wa may i a t a r  be requfred t o  make 
I 
1 ' 

kidrspread ahjustments before a1 t t h e  numbers are considered 
I . . 
~. f f n a t .  . - ~ 

Mr. Secretary, the United S t a t e s  Census Bureau 1 s  proudato 

I counts: f r o m  the. 20th decennfal census, 
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Mr. Barabba, on behalf of the President of the  United 

States ,  I accept these f igures from the L980 Census. I w i l l  

see t h a t  they are conveyed t o  the  President in accordance with 
*' 

the requirements under Federbl law. 

I join the Dfrector i n  ca l l ing  t h i s  e f f o r t  the  most 
successful decennial census i n  modern times. 

It w a s  a tremendous and unprecedented undertaking. Within 
a w i o d  of three months, 300,000 census employees, many with 
d i f fe ren t  language skills needed f o r  the assignment, w e r e  
employed and trained i n  the techniques required t o  reach and 
e n w a t e  members of the  diverse e thnic  groups within our 
population- More than 400 temporary of f ices  were established 
to assmbXe the  data. 

So t o  all those involved-to the Chief ~conomist ,  Courtenay 
Sla te r ,  t o  Dixector Vince Barabba, t o  the expert professionals 
within the Census Bureau, t o  the thousands of temporary employees-- 
Z w a n t  to express the  Nation's deepest grat i tude- The ass igment  
was carried out  w i t h  a dedication t h a t  was i n  the  highest 
tradition of service to our country. 

Indeed, I understand fram M r .  Barabba that the f i n a l  
processing of the count was not complete u n t i l  Sunday, December 28 
at 4:58 p.m. That Sunday, I ' m  to ld ,  was only one 02 many spent 
by Census workers preparing fo r  this important day. . --. 

- more - 



.y - . 
I also w a n t  t o  congratulate the k r i c z m  people.' They 

colmpleted and returned their census forms fa numbers that 
exceeded the Census Bureau's most optimistic projections. And 
those who were contacted by the enumerators a l so  cooperated t o  
a high degree. 

The 1970 Census counted more than 203 million people. An 
evaluation of these resets led  the Bureau of the  Census t o  
estimate that there had been an undercount of approximately 
5 million people, 

Prior  t o  the Census just completed, the Bureau estimated 
the population t o  be 226 million. The actual  count was 
226,504,825, w h i c h  staads as tesemony t o  the improved techniques 
employed in this e f f o r t  and t o  the dedication of the  Census 
workers. 

Of course, no one can say t ha t  t h i s  or any count i s  perfect ,  
and we? recognize that  some jurisdictions have differences with 
the results kr t h e i r  areas. The courts are t he  appropriate 
place fo r  the adjudication of these differences, W e  believe 
the ultimate decisions reached by the courts w i l l  be helpful 
fo r  future censuses. 

Again? a. Barabba, I cammend you and your dedicated staff 
f o r  a magnificent achievement,. one that pioneered many new 
techniques i n  census taking, and one that gave the United States 
the mast accurate count of its people ever taken. W e  are a l l  
grateful f o r  the tremendous t ine,  energy, e f f o r t  and professional 
skill t h a t  you devoted t o  t h i s  undertaking. 
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1980 CENSUS POPULATION COUNT- FOR U.S. I S  226,504,825; 
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REAPPORTIONMENT WOULD SHIFT 17 SEATS I N  THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES I 
- 

The p o p u l a t i o n  t o t a l  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  coun ted  i n  t h e  

BUREAU OF 
THE 

1980 census i s  226,504,825. 

I 

The f i g u r e  was r e c e i v e d  t o d a y  by  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Commerce 

P h i l i p  M. K l u t z n i c k  f r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Census Bureau, 

V i n c e n t  P. Barabba, who a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  w i t h  f i n a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  c o u n t s  f o r  each o f  t h e  50 s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 

Columbia..  Th'e S e c r e t a r y  i s  r e q u i r e d  by  l a w  t o  d e l i v e r  f i n a l  

c o u n t s  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  by  Dec. 31, 1980. 

The new p o p u l a t i o n  coun t  i s  11.4 p e r c e n t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  

1970 p o p u l a t i o n  c o u n t  o f  203,302,031. 

These c o u n t s  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  appor t i onmen t  o f  s e a t s  i n  t h e  

U.S. House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  among t h e  s t a t e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a  census e v e r y  10 y e a r s  t o  assu re  t h a t  each 

s t a t e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  e q u i t a b l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  House. The 

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  may be a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  outcome of 

1 i t  i g a t  i on now under appeal .  

An a t t a c h e d  t a b l e  l i s t s  t h e  f i n a l  1980 census p o p u l a t i o n  

t o t a l s  f o r  t h e  U.S., t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and t h e  5 0  s t a t e s ;  

t h e  number o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  wh ich  each s t a t e  i s  e n t i t l e d  on 

t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  new coun ts ;  and t h e  changes i n  House s e a t s  s i n c e  

t h e  1970 r e a p p o r t i  onment. 
I 

- X -  
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Bureau of the Census 

1980 POPULATION AND NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES BY STATE 

Sta te  

!lumber o f  
Resi dent Popul ation Representatives 
used as the basis based on 1980 Change from 1970 
for apportionment census apportionment 

(1 1 (2) ( 3 )  

Unf ted States 1 / - 226,504,825 

A1 abama 3,890,061 
A1 as ka 400,481 
Arizona 2,717,866 
Arkansas 2,285,513 
Cal ifornf a 23,668,562 

Co 7 o r  ado 2,888,834 
Connecticut 3,107,576 
Del aware 595,225 
District of Columbia 2/ 637,651 
n o r t h  - 9,739,992 

Georgf a 
Hawai f 
I da ha 
I1 l inois 
l n d i  ana 

I owa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Loui sf ana 
Maf ne 
Mary1 and 4,216,446 
Massachusetts 5,737,037 
Xichi gan 9,258,344 
M i  nriesota 4,077,148 
Hf ssissippf 2,520,638 

H i  ssourf 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 



Resident Popula t ion  
used as the basis 

State 

New Jersey 
Hew Mex i co 
New Yo* 
North Carol i na ' 
North Dakota 

Ohi'o 
Okl ahma 
Oregon 
Pennsyl vanf a 
Zhode Is1 and 

South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

- .  Utah 

Yennont 
Virginia 
Washf ngton 
West Y i  rginf a 
Wisconsin . 
Nyomi ng 

for apportionment 
(1  1 

Number of 
Representat1 ves 
based on 1980 

census 
( 2  

Change from 1970 
apportionment 

( 3 )  

1 / Includes the O i  strict o f  Columbi a. The total excl udi ng the Of s t r ic t  o f  - Columbia is  225,867,174. 

2/ Excluded i n  d.tennfnatfon o f  apportionment. - 

D i  rector 
I Bureau o f  the Census 
I 


